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MD H2E NEWS ROUNDUP:  Summer 2007 
Maryland Hospital Association Meeting Features MD H2E!   On June 5th 2007, MD H2E Program Director, Barbara Sattler, along with Medstar’s Corporate Administrative V.P. for Facilities and MD H2E Advisory Board Member, Frank Weinberg, and MHA President, Cal Pierson, addressed a roomful of hospital CEO’s as part of MD H2E’s Recognition of Maryland Hospitals during Maryland Hospital Association’s Annual Membership Meeting.  Franklin Square Hospital Center was recognized for winning the National H2E Making Medicine Mercury Free Award and numerous other hospitals were recognized for their participation in MD H2E programs.
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Revised Special Medical Waste Definition – Comments Due July 3rd 2007   The deadline for comments on Maryland Department of the Environment’s (MDE) revised definition are due by July 3rd, 2007 to ehammerberg@mde.state.md.us.  According to MDE’s Ed Hammerberg, “A primary goal in revising MDE's definition is to achieve consistency with the definition for special medical waste in the regulations of the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) in Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 10.06.06.”  MDE coordinated with Dr. Clifford Mitchell, Director, Environmental Health Coordination & Public Health Residency Programs at DHMH on this draft.  MDE and DHMH believe the two Departments’ definitions would be consistent if MDE's regulations were revised as drafted.  For a copy of the proposed changes, contact plisko@son.umaryland.edu.
[image: image5.emf]Healthcare Clean Energy Exchange   On June 28th, over 20 people filled the room to learn more about the Healthcare Clean Energy Exchange, an energy price reduction, reverse auction, web-based group purchasing program. The program bundles cost containment, renewable energy, renewable energy credits, carbon offsets, and educational services!  Sponsored by World Energy, Health Care Without Harm, and Maryland Hospitals for a Healthy Environment, this information session provided health care leaders with information on this new energy program, designed to enhance hospitals energy strategies.  Contact Paul Lipke for more information on this new and exciting program: plipke@ssne.org or 413-367-2878.  
Green Teams are Forming!     The University of Maryland Medical Center recently formed a hospital-wide Green Team.  The team is comprised of individuals from various departments throughout the hospital who share the common goal of enhancing the hospital’s efforts on sustainable initiatives.  Additionally, nurses at Anne Arundel Medical Center are in the process of establishing a hospital-wide green team.  The group will help identify areas in the hospital that can benefit from enhanced environmental stewardship and participation by all hospital staff.  
Sustainable Food Update   Sinai Hospital and Carroll Hospital Center are the first two hospitals in Maryland to sign the Healthy Food Pledge!  Examples of hospital projects:  Sinai Hospital of Baltimore and Springfield Hospital Center are providing hormone-free milk to patients, staff, and visitors; Carroll Hospital Center is sourcing local beef, free of synthetic hormones and antibiotics; and Springfield Hospital recently opened its seasonal Farmer’s Market.  More good news:  For those of you who are interested in composting your food waste, we are now aware of three food waste haulers in our region, all of which deliver the waste to Chesterfield Farms, the composting facility in Crofton, Maryland.  The Food Waste Haulers are:  Bates Trucking www.batestrucking.com; Cockey’s Enterprises www.cockeys.com; and EnviRelation www.envireation.com. 
Staff Update   Richard Zdanis has moved on from MD H2E.  We wish him all the best in his new endeavors.
Notice of Events     We are working on some exciting events for the Fall and Winter.  Topics may include Pharmaceutical Waste Management, a visit to a Composting Facility for Institutional Food Waste, Environmentally Preferable Purchasing, and Alternatives for Managing Your Regulated Medical Waste Stream.
Please note, there will be 
NO MD H2E FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS 
IN JULY OR AUGUST.  
We will send a Fall/Winter schedule out soon!
Questions or comments, please contact 
Joan Plisko at plisko@son.umaryland.edu  or  410-706-2107[image: image2.png]









