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Upcoming Events 

(RSVP to 410-706-2107 or plisko@son.umaryland.edu)

[image: image2.emf]December 20, 9:00AM – 12:00PM:  Managing Regulated Medical Waste:  Peter McCaffrey of Holy Cross  Hospital and Jerry Adams of Medstar Health System will describe their efforts in reducing, segregating, and managing regulated medical waste.  MD Hospital Association, 6816 Deerpath Rd., Elkridge, MD.

January 17, 9:00AM – 3:00PM:  Environmental Data Collection Program:  Laura Brannen and Cecilia DeLoach of National H2E will lead a hands-on workshop gathering, entering, and evaluating waste data.  Pre-registration is REQUIRED.  Workshop will be held at UMD, School of Nursing, 655 W. Lombard Street, Room 245, Baltimore, MD.  Contact Cecilia.deloach@h2e-online.org.

February 12, 9:00AM – 12:00PM:  Integrated Pest Management: Representatives from the Maryland Pesticide Network and Beyond Pesticides will provide detailed information on their Integrated Pest Management in Maryland Healthcare Facilities work.   MHA, 6816 Deerpath Rd., Elkridge, MD  21075.
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Kaiser Permanente and Top Health Care Institutions Join Forces:  An influential group of health care systems joined together in October to create the Global Health and Safety Initiative (GHSI) – a partnership to green the health care industry and improve patient and worker health and safety.  The meeting drew 21 health care systems representing 200 hospitals and 100,000 beds!  The GHSI identified four goals:  (1) Create green purchasing guidelines that drive markets to sustainable technologies; (2) Develop a shared research agenda to improve environmental, patient, and worker health and safety; (3) Create open source sharing of healthcare information and best practices; and (4) Develop a healthcare-specific eco-footprint tool. Founders include: Allina Hospitals, Ascension Health, Bon Secours, Catholic Healthcare West, Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Geisinger Health System, Health Alliance of Greater Cincinnati, Henry Ford Health Systems, Hospital Sisters Health Systems, Kaiser Permanente, Presbyterian Healthcare Services, Albuquerque, St. Joseph of Orange, Univ. of California, San Francisco Medical Ctr., Univ. of Chicago Medical Ctr., Univ. of Michigan Medical Ctr., Ctr. for Health Design, Health Care Without Harm, and H2E.   Click HERE to learn more.
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Scholarships Available for Data Collection Program MD H2E, in collaboration with National H2E, has two scholarships available for the purchase and use of the H2E Waste Management Tool.  This tool will help your facility track and chart the percentages of recycled, hazardous, solid and regulated medical waste.  The scholarships provide the tool, initial training and a year of technical assistance at a discounted price of $500.  Initial training will be held on January 17th, 2007 at the University of Maryland, School of Nursing, 655 W. Lombard Street, Room 245, Baltimore.  For more information, contact Cecilia DeLoach at cecilia.deloach@h2e-online.org
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Call for Presenters and Posters!  Creating Healing Environments is this year’s theme of Clean Med, the Global Conference on Environmentally Sustainable Healthcare.  The conference will be May 20 – 22, 2008, Pittsburgh, PA. CleanMed 2008 is now accepting abstracts for presentations related to Green Buildings & Operations, Sustainable Food, Safer Chemicals, Environmentally Preferable Purchasing, Waste Management, and Climate Change.  Click HERE for more details on conference tracks, presentation formats, submission guidelines, and to submit online.
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Green Team Update The University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC) is the first Maryland hospital to form a Patient Care Services Green Team.  This is in addition to the hospital-wide Team, and the Green Team Steering Committee!  Lead by Denise Choiniere, RN, the Patient Services team includes nurses, patient care technicians, unit secretaries, respiratory therapists, and social workers.  The Patient Care Services Green Team had their kick-off meeting on November 14th and will be working in conjunction with the Administrative Green Team to minimize UMMC’s impact on the environment.  Contact Denise if you are interested in forming a Patient Care Services Green Team in your facility at dchoiniere@umm.edu.

MD H2E Staff are on the GO!   In the past month, MD H2E staff met with a number of MD Hospitals.  Completing the Western Maryland circuit, we visited Western Maryland Health System, the Joseph D. Brandenburg Center, the Thomas B. Finan Center, Washington County Hospital, Western Maryland Hospital Center, as well as the Colonial Regional Alliance, headquartered in Hagerstown.  Locally, we had a presence at The Johns Hopkins Medical Center, Mercy Medical Center, the University of Maryland Medical Center, and Anne Arundel Medical Center!  If you would like our staff to visit your hospital to make a presentation, tour your facility, or provide cutting edge technical assistance, please contact Joan Plisko at plisko@son.umaryland.edu.
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MD H2E Participants Went to the Farm November 8th was a brisk day for the 20 hospital folks that joined MD H2E at Chesterfield Farms composting facility in Crofton, MD.  Participants learned about the kinds of materials that can be composted, how to initiate a composting program and how to select a hauler to transport food scraps to the “farm.”  We all toured the facility and had a friendly exchange of information over lunch.  For more details on Composting in Health Care and how to implement a program in your facility, click HERE.
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Sustainable Food Update The 2nd Food Roundtable, held on Tuesday, October 30th at Good Samaritan Hospital was a huge SUCCESS!  Participants from 27 hospitals were treated to a full day of healthy, local, and seasonal food, great presentations and a lively discussion on getting local foods to hospitals.  Congratulations to Anne Arundel Medical Center who signed the Healthy Food in Health Care Pledge at the Roundtable, bringing the total to three hospitals in Maryland.  Additional attendees included representatives from: U.S. and Maryland Departments of Agriculture, Maryland Department of the Environment, local farms, distributors and composters!  

Three Buyers-Growers Meetings will be held in Maryland!  Hospital Food Service Professionals will meet with Maryland Farmers to discuss local & regional food purchases for 2008.  For more information on these meetings and MD H2E’s Sustainable Food program, contact Louise Mitchell at lmitc001@son.umaryland.edu.

January 22nd, Villa Julie College, Owings Mills

January 28th, Maryland Department of the Agriculture, Annapolis

February 18th, Tidewater Inn, Easton


The Name Game: You may have heard…JCAHO has changed their name to JC or Joint Commission.  We received a memo that indicates if JC finds hospitals referencing JCAHO in their policies or materials it is taken to mean they are not up to date.  Click HERE for details on the new branding of JC.

Questions or comments, please contact:
Technical Director, Joan Plisko, Ph.D. at plisko@son.umaryland.edu or (410) 706-2107

Nursing Coordinator, Denise Choiniere, RN at dchoiniere@umm.edu or (410) 706-2352

Sustainable Foods Coordinator, Louise Mitchell at lmitc001@son.umaryland.edu or (410) 706-1924

H2E Program Partner Manager, Cecilia DeLoach at cecilia.deloach@h2e-online.org or (800) 727-4179
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