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[image: image2.emf]Integrated Pest Management is the topic of MD H2E’s next Focus Group Meeting on February 12, 2008 from 9 am - noon.  Join Ruth Berlin of the Maryland Pesticide Network, Jay Feldman of Beyond Pesticides, Jim Chang of the University of Maryland Medical Center, and Chris Seale of Johns Hopkins Hospital to learn about the IPM Pilot Project for Maryland Hospitals.  Location is the Maryland Hospital Association, 6820 Deerpath Road, Elkridge, MD.  R.S.V.P to Linda Lindquist at 410-706-6832 or llind001@umaryland.edu
Regulatory Updates:  
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Special Medical Waste:  The proposed revision to the MDE definition of "special medical waste" was published in the January 4, 2008 Maryland Register.  Click HERE to view 26.13.11 Special Medical Waste.   Comments may be sent to Gail Castleman, Regulations Coordinator, Department of the Environment, 1800 Washington Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21230, or email to gcastleman@mde.state.md.us through February 19, 2008. A public hearing will be held February 4, 2008, at 9:30 a.m. in the MDE's Aeris Conference Room, 1800 Washington Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21230.  

Epinephrine:  In an October 2007 memo, the Director of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA’s) Office of Solid Waste addressed the scope of the listing for epinephrine (EPA hazardous waste code P042) and concluded that the P042 listing does not include epinephrine salts.  MDE Hazardous Waste Program accepts EPA's conclusion.  Thus, for the purposes of compliance with Maryland's hazardous waste regulations, epinephrine salts are not included within the scope of the listing for Hazardous Waste Number P042 under Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 26.13.02.19E.  A chemical or formulation that has epinephrine salts as the sole active ingredient is not a P042 listed hazardous waste when discarded. If you have any questions concerning this matter, contact Ed Hammerberg of MDE at 410-537-3345 or ehammerberg@mde.state.md.us
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Mercury Audits:  Mercury is a neurotoxin and is listed as on the twelve priority chemicals by the Environmental Protection Agency.  Eliminating mercury from the hospital environment lowers compliance costs, the potential for worker exposure, as well as releases to the environment.  The most often used mercury-containing devices in hospitals that pose the highest risk of exposure are sphygmomanometers and gastroenterology instruments.  With a grant from the Maryland Department of the Environment, Maryland Hospitals for a Healthy Environment contracted with Antos Environmental to conduct mercury audits at two Maryland hospitals – Mercy Medical Center and Springfield Hospital Center.  MD H2E will be conducting two additional mercury audits as well.  Our team is working to compile the results and share the case studies with all MD H2E partners!  Contact Joan Plisko for more information.
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Regulated Medical Waste Session: On December 20th, MD H2E hosted a focus group dedicated to the discussion of managing regulated medical waste.  Over 20 individuals attended this educational event.  Highlights of the discussion include Holy Cross Hospital efforts to segregate and reduce RMW, Franklin Square’s decision making process for selecting an alternative technology for managing RMW and the National H2E 10 Step Model for minimizing and segregating RMW.  Thanks to Peter McCaffrey of Holy Cross, Jerry Adams of Medstar and Cecilia DeLoach, H2E Program Partner Manager for providing insights on this complex issue.
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Creating Healing Environments is this year’s theme of Clean Med, the Global Conference on Environmentally Sustainable Healthcare.  The conference will be May 20 – 22, 2008, Pittsburgh, PA. Click HERE for more details.  MD H2E plans to charter a bus to take you to Clean Med!  Reduce your carbon footprint, travel with friends, peers, and colleagues and travel on a bus fueled with biodiesel.  For more information, contact Joan Plisko at 410-706-2107 or plisko@son.umaryland.edu
Green Team Update: This summer, Anne Arundel Medical Center (AAMC), established an Environmental Health Initiative to bring the realities of “going green” closer to the staff of the Medical Center. This initiative, which includes a committee of individuals that cross all hospital disciplines, involves awareness and education, as well as working with hospital administration in planning and designing new construction. At a lunch presentation in November, Barbara Sattler, RN, DrPH, FAAN, director of Maryland H2E, outlined how individual staff members can make a difference in making the hospital environment healthier.  Additionally, AAMC signed the “Healthy Food in Health Care Pledge,” a demonstration of support toward the use of locally grown food.  AAMC is among the 101 U.S. hospitals to sign the pledge, and only the third in the state of Maryland.  “We are moving in every way we can toward a healthier food menu for our customers; our employees, patients, and visitors,” said Mary Ellen Tuma, director of Food Services at AAMC.  “By making healthy choices more interesting, we’re joining AAMC’s overall approach in the promotion of a healthy lifestyle.” 
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Sustainable Foods Update:  Winter is a great time to meet and talk with farmers!  With the growing season over for the year for produce in our region, many farmers are less busy, and have begun to plan and prepare for the next spring planting.  They are ordering seeds, plants and supplies, plotting out and preparing their fields, lining up their customer contracts, and setting up market days and delivery schedules.  Now is the time to talk with them about your needs for 2008, so they can prepare to grow the foods you request, and incorporate you into their delivery schedule!  You will also want to have them start the paperwork at your hospital now so that they become approved vendors.  And, remember to explore with them the possibility of hosting a farm stand in your hospital lobby, or co-hosting a talk or a cooking demonstration to educate your staff and surrounding community about healthy, local and sustainable foods.  The upcoming Buyer-Grower Meetings are 3 events where you can meet and talk with farmers one-on-one!  Join us on January 22nd, 28th and/or February 18th.  To register online, click here:  Online Registration  or for more information, visit:  www.marylandsbest.net.  To read the December issue of the new monthly Sustainable Food Newsletter from MD H2E, click here:  Food Newsletter.  
Questions or comments, please contact:
Technical Director, Joan Plisko, Ph.D. at plisko@son.umaryland.edu or (410) 706-2107

Nursing Coordinator, Denise Choiniere, RN at dchoiniere@umm.edu or (410) 706-2352

Sustainable Foods Coordinator, Louise Mitchell at lmitc001@son.umaryland.edu or (410) 706-1924

H2E Program Partner Manager, Cecilia DeLoach at cecilia.deloach@h2e-online.org or (800) 727-4179
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Scroll Down for Upcoming Events 

MD H2E 2008 Upcoming Events
January 17, 9 am – 3 pm: MD H2E Focus Group, Environmental Data Collection with Laura Brannen of National H2E, University of MD, School of Nursing, 655 W. Lombard Street.  Registration REQUIRED. Contact Cecilia DeLoach 800-727-4179.

January-February Buyer-Grower Meetings.  Maryland farmers and producers will meet with grocers and food service buyers from hospitals, restaurants, colleges, and more.  Register for one or all events at:  www.Marylandsbest.net
· Jan 22, 1 PM – 4 PM, Villa Julie College, Owings Mills

· Jan 28, 1 PM – 4 PM, MD Dept of Agriculture, Annapolis

· Feb18, 1 PM – 4 PM, Tidewater Inn, Easton
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February 12, 9 am - noon:  MD H2E Focus Group, Integrated Pest Management with Ruth Berlin of the Maryland Pesticide Network, Jay Feldman of Beyond Pesticides, Jim Chang of the University of Maryland Medical Center, and Chris Seale of Johns Hopkins Hospital, Maryland Hospital Association, 6820 Deerpath Road, Elkridge, MD.  R.S.V.P to Joan Plisko at 410-706-6832 or llind001@umaryland.edu
March 8:  Maryland Society of Health System Pharmacists Saturday Seminar, Pharmaceutical Waste Management, Location and Time TBD.


Speakers:

· Joan Plisko, PhD., Technical Director, MD Hospitals for a Healthy Environment,

· Charlotte Smith, R. Ph., M.S., HEM, PharmEcology

· Jerry Adams, Assistant VP of Safety Management and Environmental Quality at Georgetown University Hospital, Medstar Health

March 20, 3 pm – 4 pm: Maryland Patient Safety Council, Baltimore Convention Center.  Click HERE to register for conference!
Cecilia DeLoach, H2E Partner Program Manager will facilitate the session, Reducing Infection Rates through Training, Operations, and Purchasing Decisions.  Speakers include

· Renee Dufault, MAT, RECA, Public Health Accountability Foundation and Rita Smith, MSN, RN, CIC, Suburban Hospital on Suburban hospital’s successful intervention to dramatically reduce hospital infections.  
· Margaret Mellon, PhD, JD, Director/Senior Scientist, Food and Environment Program, Union of Concerned Scientists on Reducing the risk of new antibiotic resistant organisms through food purchasing choices. 
Joan Plisko, Ph.D., Technical Director, MD H2E will present a Poster on Auditing Neonatal Intensive Care Units for Preventable Health Risks.

April (Date/Time TBD):  MD H2E Focus Group, Procurement of “Green” Computers with the Northeast Recycling Council.  More details soon.

May 20 – 22nd:  GET ON THE BUS to CLEAN MED in PITTSBURGH 

Put it in the budget now.  Request to join health care leaders, product vendors, purchasing directors, food service directors, health care providers and other health care decision-makers to discuss the latest trends in Environmentally Preferable Purchasing, Energy Efficiency, Green Building, Safer Materials, Green Electronics, Medical Waste Treatment and Disposal, Waste Reduction and Recycling, and Sustainable Foods.  See www.cleanmed.org for more details.

MD H2E plans to charter a bus to take you to Clean Med!  Reduce your carbon footprint, travel with friends, peers, and colleagues and ride on a bus fueled with biodiesel.  For more information, contact Joan Plisko at 410-706-2107 or plisko@son.umaryland.edu
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