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Lend Us Your Ear…

Improving Hospital Worker Health Through Reduced Exposure to Chemicals, Cecilia DeLoach and Denise Choiniere
February 27th, 1 pm – 3 pm, St. Agnes Hospital, Baltimore, MD.  Join peers from the Association of Occupational Health Professionals to learn about reducing worker exposure to hazardous chemicals and asthmagens.  AOHP is a group of Occupational Health Nurses from around the state that work in health care organizations, primarily acute care hospitals. CEUs will be available.  Contact Deborah Boggs at 301-770-8508 or BOGGS@hebrew-home.org
The Role of the Hospital Pharmacist in Improving Environmental Health, Joan Plisko 

Implementing a Pharmaceutical Waste Management Program, Charlotte Smith
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March 8th, 8 am – noon, Conference Center of the Maritime Institute Auditorium.  Join the Maryland Society of Health System Pharmacists at their Spring Bi-Annual Seminar.  MSHP enables the health-system pharmacy community to improve patient outcomes by supporting education, research, advocacy, development, and integration of pharmacy practitioners as integral members of the health care team.  CEUs will be available. Contact Anna Leonhardt at 410-465-9975 or mshp@reassociationmgt.com or http://www.mshp.org/marsem08.shtml.  

Reducing Infection Rates through Training and Purchasing Decisions, Cecilia DeLoach-Facilitator
March 20, 3 pm – 4 pm, Maryland Patient Safety Conference, Baltimore Convention Center.  Click HERE to register for conference! Speakers include Renee Dufault, Public Health Accountability Foundation and Rita Smith, Suburban Hospital, and Margaret Mellon, Union of Concerned Scientists.
Auditing Neonatal Intensive Care Units for Preventable Health Risks, Joan Plisko and Denise Choiniere
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March 20th, noon – 1 pm, Maryland Patient Safety Conference, Baltimore Convention Center. Poster presentation : MD H2E audited three neonatal intensive care units in Maryland for material content of feeding, respiratory, and IV devices.  Results of the audits will be presented during this session.
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Data Collection Workshop:   On January 17th, hospitals participating in the Waste Data Tracking Tool (WDTT) Project met at the University of MD School of Nursing for a half-day training on how to use H2E’s WDTT. National H2E Trainer Laura Brannen helped hospitals walk through the data entry process and highlight how to use the resulting data to renegotiate waste contracts, earn recycling rebates, and track waste inefficiencies. Ten hospitals in Maryland and one from Washington, DC are participating in the project. MD H2E hopes to share their successes as the project unfolds. For more information about the WDTT, contact Cecilia at cecilia.deloach@h2e-online.org or 800-727-4179.
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Integrated Pest Management:  On February 12th, the MD Pesticide Network and Beyond Pesticides met with Maryland hospitals to provide an update on their Integrated Pest Management Pilot Project in Maryland.  Mike Boeke, Project Director, explained that Phase I of the pilot had gone incredibly well—and that they were in the process of beginning Phase II, which includes rolling out IPM programs at a second set of healthcare facilities—bringing the total to twelve pilot facilities. Jim Chang from UMMC and Chris Seale from Johns Hopkins Hospital, along with Steritech—Hopkin’s IPM contractor—shared lots of great feedback about their experiences and successes working on IPM. Email Joan at plisko@son.umaryland.edu to receive the presentations from the event.
Green Team Update:  Green Teams have now been established at 9 Maryland hospitals and 2 Health Systems.  These teams are meeting on a regular basis to implement sustainable practices at their facilities!  The logo below is the one Mercy Medical Center developed to brand their hospital sustainability program!
Hospitals include:
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Anne Arundel Medical Center

· Franklin Square Hospital

· Good Samaritan Hospital

· Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center

· Johns Hopkins Hospital

· Mercy Medical Center

· Thomas B. Finan Center

· University of Maryland Medical Center* 

Systems include:

· Lifebridge Health 

-Sinai Hospital

-Northwest Hospital Center

-Levindale Hebrew Geriatric Center

Jewish Convalescent Center

· Western Maryland Health System

-Memorial Hospital of Cumberland

-Braddock Hospital  

*The University of Maryland Medical Center has 3 Green Teams, including a multidisciplinary Oversight Committee, an Administrative Services Green Team, and a Patient Care Services Green Team.  The UMMC Patient Care Services Green Team has joined forces with the Food and Nutrition Services to coordinate National Nutrition Month and begin planning for a spring farmer’s market or farm stand.  This new “Food Committee” will promote local farmers by hosting them at exhibit tables outside the café in March and by educating staff about the sustainable foods UMMC already provides including milk free of synthetic growth hormones and fair trade coffee.
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Sustainable Foods Update: For the first time, Maryland hospitals participated in Maryland’s annual Buyer-Grower Meetings, co-hosted by the Maryland Department of Agriculture, MD H2E and other agricultural organizations.  Twenty-two hospitals listed their names in the Buyer-Grower Directory, letting farmers know of their interest in buying local foods in 2008!  Last fall, Sinai Hospital purchased 50% of their produce from local and regional farmers through their distributors, Hearn Kirkwood and Keany Produce.  Carroll Hospital Center received direct deliveries of produce from a Carroll County farmer and they have been purchasing local beef since the hospital was founded almost forty years ago.  Anne Arundel Medical Center has started to design their meals around the local produce they purchased last year and noticed that, not only did they quickly sell out of these menu items every time, their retail sales went up significantly during that period!  To locate a farmer from the Buyer-Grower Directory, visit www.marylandsbest.net.

Creating Healing Environments is this year’s theme of Clean Med, the Global Conference on Environmentally Sustainable Healthcare.  The conference will be May 20 – 22, 2008, Pittsburgh, PA. Click HERE for more details.  For more information, contact Joan Plisko at 410-706-2107 or plisko@son.umaryland.edu
Questions or comments please contact:
Technical Director, Joan Plisko, Ph.D. at plisko@son.umaryland.edu or (410) 706-2107

Nursing Coordinator, Denise Choiniere, RN at dchoiniere@umm.edu or (410) 706-2352

Sustainable Foods Coordinator, Louise Mitchell at lmitc001@son.umaryland.edu or (410) 706-1924

Partner Program Director, Cecilia DeLoach at cecilia.deloach@h2e-online.org or (800) 727-4179

MD H2E 2008 Upcoming Events
March 8:  Maryland Society of Health System Pharmacists Saturday Seminar, The Role of the Hospital Pharmacist in Improving Environmental Health, Conference Center of the Maritime Institute Auditorium in Linthicum Heights, Maryland.

March 20, 3 pm – 4 pm: Maryland Patient Safety Council, Baltimore Convention Center.  Click HERE to register.
· Cecilia DeLoach, H2E Partner Program Manager will facilitate the session, Reducing Infection Rates through Training, Operations, and Purchasing Decisions. 

· Joan Plisko, Ph.D., Technical Director, MD H2E will present a Poster on Auditing Neonatal Intensive Care Units for Preventable Health Risks.

April 24th:  MD H2E Meeting, Procurement, Recycling, and Disposal of Computers with Hilary Miller of the Maryland Department of the Environment and Lynn Rubenstein of the Northeast Recycling Council  

April 30th, 8 am: Maryland Society for Healthcare Materials Management, Environmentally Preferable Purchasing in Healthcare, with Cecilia DeLoach and Joan Plisko of MD H2E at Greater Baltimore Medical Center (GBMC).  Contact Donna Norman, Director of Procurement for Medstar Health at 410-933-2501 or Donna.Norman@medstar.net.

May 20 – 22nd:  CLEANMED in PITTSBURGH : Join health care leaders, product vendors, purchasing directors, food service directors, health care providers and other health care decision-makers to discuss the latest trends in Environmentally Preferable Purchasing, Energy Efficiency, Green Building, Safer Materials, Green Electronics, Medical Waste Treatment and Disposal, Waste Reduction and Recycling, and Sustainable Foods.  See www.cleanmed.org for more details.
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